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SCREEN WITH INTEGRAL RAILING 

5 

Background of the Invention 

Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention generally relates to a frame 
assembly. More particularly, the present invention relates to a screened 

10 frame assembly having an integral railing for at least partially enclosing a 
raised floor structure. The present invention finds particular application as a 
modular or sectional frame assembly that can be combined with or 
interconnected to one or more other frame assemblies for walling off an open 
side of a raised floor structure such as an elevated deck on a house or 

15 commercial building. It is to be appreciated, however, that the present 
invention may also be amenable for other applications. 

Discussion of the Art 

[0002] Many home and business owners desire to have their 

20 outdoor floor structures, such as decks, porches, patios and the like, 
"screened-in" to prevent or reduce the likelihood of insects, small debris and 
the like from interfering with individuals using the outdoor floor structure. 
Thus, a screened-in porch or deck allows the enjoyment of the outdoors 
without some of the usual nuisances that often accompany the outdoors. As 

25 used herein, "screened-in" and "screen-in" refer to the application of a screen, 
mesh or the like to open areas surrounding a floor structure. 

[0003] Screening-in may be done on newly constructed outdoor 
floor structures or as a retrofit application on preexisting floor structures. In 
either case, cost and efficiency improvements are always desirable, 

30 particularly as they relate to the manufacture and installation of materials or 
products used to screen in a floor structure. In response to the desirability of 
such improvements, the building industry has developed and made available 
many modular-type products that allow screened-in frame structures to be 
factory assembled, delivered in their assembled state and quickly installed. 

35 The quick installation of factory assembled modular products greatly reduces 



the cost of screening-in an outdoor floor structure compared to traditional 
method of custom building the screened in framework at the site of the 
outdoor floor structure. 

[0004] Although many modular-type products are available for 

5 screening in, heretofore, these products were not suitable for screening in a 
raised or elevated floor structure. More particularly, many local municipalities 
have building codes or ordinances that require certain raised floor structures 
to have railings or guard rails along their exposed edges, i.e., those edges 
lacking some other barrier and not leading to a set of stairs or the like. The 

10 ordinances often specify that a particular raised floor structure requires a 
railing if the floor structure is raised or elevated a specified distance relative to 
the ground or surface below the raised floor structure. 

[0005] Often, the mandated railings are specifically required to 
include a barrier between the top of the railing and the floor structure. A 

15 suitable barrier could be, for example, a plurality of vertically extending posts 
extending between a top member of the railing and a base member of the 
railing or the floor structure itself. The railing requirement is intended to 
lessen the likelihood of an injury resulting from someone falling over the edge 
of the raised floor structure. 

20 [0006] Generally, conventional modular products for screening in 

an outdoor floor structure do not include a railing or guard rail with a barrier 
and, as a result, are unsuitable for screening in a raised floor structure. 
Accordingly, there is a need for a screen assembly that can be factory 
assembled and quickly installed on site wherein the screen assembly includes 

25 an integral railing or guard rail assembly having a barrier between the top of 
the railing and the floor structure. 

[0007] Desirably, the barrier on such a screen assembly should 
be minimal and not more than is necessary to meet the legal requirements 
calling for the barrier. For example, if the barrier were a sheer wall, it would at 

30 least partially defeat the purpose of screening in the outdoor floor structure 
because the wall would not allow a user of the floor structure to fully enjoy the 
outdoors because the wall would obstruct visibility and airflow. At the same 
time, the barrier should be sturdy enough to resist damage or breakage when 
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a force is applied to the barrier or the entire screen assembly such as when a 
person I ans thereagainst. 

[0008] A design for enclosing a floor structure that is not minimal 
is disclosed in U.S. Design Patent No. 402,376. The '376 patent illustrates a 

5 screen assembly for use in a gazebo. A lower section of the screen assembly 
includes a lattice-type panel having a plurality of diamond-shaped holes 
extending therethrough. By nature of the large amount of surface area 
occupied by the lattice-type panel, the screen assembly of the '376 patent will 
overly obstruct visibility and airflow. A further problem is that the lattice-type 

10 panel is likely not sturdy enough to serve as an effective barrier as the panel 
appears to have a relatively small thickness and no anchoring means for 
securely attaching the panel to the frame of the screen assembly. Thus, the 
needs articulated above are not met by the screen assembly of the '376 
patent. 

! 5 [0009] Other features that would be desirably incorporated into a 

screen assembly include the use of removable screens. These would make 
the screen assembly easier to maintain over its lifetime by enabling relatively 
easier cleaning, repairing and replacement of the screened portion of the 
screen assembly. Still further features that are desirable include the use of 

20 components or compounds that reduce or limit the screen assembly from 
creating noise such as rattling in the wind and components that are 
specifically configured to provide relatively quick and easy on-site assembly of 
the screen assembly. 

25 Summary of the Invention 

[0010] The present invention provides a new and improved 
frame assembly that overcomes the foregoing difficulties and others and 
provides the aforementioned and other advantageous features. More 
particularly, in accordance with one aspect of the present invention, a frame 
30 assembly for at least partially enclosing a raised floor structure is provided. In 
accordance with this aspect of the present invention, the frame assembly 
includes a bottom frame member positioned adjacent an associated raised 
floor structure. A pair of spaced apart side frame members are connected to 
and extend upwardly from the bottom frame member. A top frame member is 
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spaced from the bottom frame member and connected to the pair of side 
frame members. At least one picket extends between and is connected to the 
top and bottom frame members. The at least one picket is oriented 
approximately parallel to the side frame members. A screen is selectively 

5 mounted to at least one of the top and bottom frame members and the side 
frame members. The screen is located adjacent the at least one picket. 

[0011] According to another aspect of the present invention, a 
screen assembly having an integral railing is provided. More particularly, in 
accordance with this aspect of the invention, the screen assembly includes a 

10 lower rectangular frame section having a base member and a top member 
spaced from the base member. A plurality of spaced barrier members extend 
from the base member to the top member. The spaced barrier members and 
the top member together form a railing. A first screen is held in the lower 
rectangular frame section adjacent the railing. An upper rectangular frame 

15 section is supported by the lower rectangular frame. A second screen is held 
in the upper rectangular frame section. 

[0012] According to yet another aspect of the present invention, 
a combination screen and railing frame assembly is provided. More 
particularly, in accordance with this aspect of the invention, the combination 

20 screen and railing frame assembly includes a frame defining an opening 
therethrough. At least one screen is secured to the frame and extends across 
at least part of the opening. A balustrade is connected to the frame. The 
balustrade includes a horizontal member extending across the opening and is 
spaced a preselected distance from a bottom portion of the frame. A plurality 

25 of spaced pickets extends across at least part of the opening. Each of the 
plurality of spaced pickets is connected at one end to the horizontal member 
and at another end to the bottom portion of the frame. 

[0013] According to still another aspect of the present invention, 
a frame assembly is provided for screening in a floor structure and providing 

30 an integral rail therewith. More particularly, in accordance with this aspect of 
the invention, the frame assembly includes a bottom frame section and a first 
pair of spaced apart side frame sections extending upwardly from the bottom 
frame section. A first intermediate frame section is spaced from the bottom 
frame section and extends between the first pair of side frame sections. A 
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plurality of spaced pickets extends between the bottom frame section and the 
first intermediate frame section. The plurality of pickets and the first 
intermediate frame section form a rail. A first removable screen panel is held 
between the bottom frame section, the first side frame sections and the first 
5 intermediate frame section. The first screen panel is disposed on one side of 
the plurality of pickets. A second intermediate frame section is connected to 
the first intermediate frame section and further forms the rail. A second pair of 
spaced apart side frame sections extend upwardly from the second 
intermediate frame section. A top frame section connects to the second pair 

10 of side frame sections. A second removable screen panel is held between the 
second intermediate frame section, the second pair of side frame sections 
and the top frame section. 

[0014] According to still yet another aspect of the present 
invention, a method of assembling a frame assembly having a screen and a 

15 railing is provided. More particularly, in accordance with this aspect of the 
invention, the method includes having first ends of a plurality of pickets 
inserted into a first plurality of spaced opening on a bottom frame member. 
Second ends of the plurality of pickets are inserted into a second, aligned 
plurality of spaced openings on a top frame member. A first side frame 

20 section is attached to the bottom frame member and the top frame member 
adjacent a first one of the plurality of pickets. A second side frame section is 
attached to the bottom frame member and the top frame member adjacent a 
last one of the plurality of pickets. 

25 Brief Description of the Drawings 

[0015] The invention may take physical form in various 
components and arrangements of components, and in various steps and 
arrangements of steps. The drawings are only for purposes of illustrating a 
preferred embodiment and are not to be construed as limiting the invention. 
30 [0016] Figure 1 is a perspective view of a frame assembly in 

accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention; 

[0017] Figure 2 is an exploded perspective view of a lower 
rectangular frame section of the frame assembly of Figure 1 ; 
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[0018] Figure 3 is an enlarged partial perspective view of a 
connection between one of a plurality of spaced pickets in the lower frame 
s ction and a top memb r of the lower frame section; 

[0019] Figure 4 is an exploded perspective view of an upper 
5 rectangular frame section of the frame assembly of Figure 1 ; 

[0020] Figure 5 is an exploded perspective view of one of two 
screen assemblies removably mountable within the upper and lower frame 
sections of the frame assembly of Figure 1 ; 

[0021] Figure 6 is a perspective view of several frame 
10 assemblies, each the same or similar to the frame assembly of Figure 1 , used 
to partially enclose a raised floor structure; 

[0022] Figure 7 is a partial elevational cross-sectional view of the 
frame assembly of Figure 1 showing the lower section mounted to a 
supporting surface; and 
15 [0023] Figure 8 is a partial top cross-sectional view of a pair of 

interconnected frame assemblies, each the same or similar to the frame 
assembly of Figure 1 . 

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

20 [0024] Referring now to the drawings wherein the showings are 

for purposes of illustrating a preferred embodiment of the invention only and 
not for purposes of limiting the same, and like reference numerals are used to 
indicate like or corresponding parts throughout the several Figures, Figure 1 
shows a frame assembly generally designated by reference numeral 10. In 

25 one application, the frame assembly 10 can be used to "screen-in" a raised 
floor structure, such as a deck, porch or the like and simultaneously provide a 
code-compliant railing about at least a portion of a perimeter of said raised 
floor structure, as will be described in more detail below. 

[0025] As illustrated, the frame assembly 10 of the preferred 

30 embodiment forms a generally rectangular frame that defines an opening 
therethrough. More specifically, the frame assembly 10 includes a floor 
expander or support bas 12, a lower frame section 14 and an upper frame 
section 16. The lower section 14 defines a lower opening 18 and, likewise, 
the upper section defines an upper opening 20. The rectangular frame 



6 



sections 14,16 can be independently assembled and, after being assembled, 
connected to the support base 12 and to one another to form the relatively 
larger rectangular fram 10 shown in Figure 1, as will be described in more 
detail below. 

5 [0026] With additional reference to Figure 7, the support base 1 2 

is secured to a supporting surface or structure 22 via bolts 24. More 
specifically, the support base 12 includes a base wall 26 for resting upon the 
supporting structure 22. The support base further includes a front wall 28 
having a flange 30 extending therefrom for supporting the lower frame section 

10 14 and a rear wall 32 having a shoulder portion 34 for further supporting the 
lower frame section 14. When supported by the support base 12, the lower 
frame section 14 is partially nested in the front and rear walls 28,32. 

[0027] With additional reference to Figure 2, the lower section 1 4 
includes a kneewall bottom or bottom member 40 and a top member 42 

15 spaced apart from the bottom member. The lower section 14 further includes 
a pair of spaced apart side members 44,46 extending between the top and 
bottom frame members 40,42. The side members 40,42 include holes 48 that 
allow the side members to be secured to the top and bottom members 40,42 
by suitable conventional fasteners 50, which can be screws, rivets, bolts, or 

20 the like. 

[0028] More particularly, the bottom member 40 is generally 
elongated and includes a main wall 52 and a pair of face walls, front face wall 
54 and rear face wall 56, depending downwardly from respective front and 
rear edges of the main wall 52. The bottom member further includes a pair of 

25 support walls, front support wall 58 and rear support wall 60, extending toward 
one another from distal edges of the downwardly depending walls 54,56. At 
distal ends of the support walls 58,60, fastener receiving structures 62,64 are 
provided for receiving the fasteners 50. A flange 66 extends upwardly from 
the main wall 48. A plurality of spaced holes 68 is defined on a portion of the 

30 main wall 52 between the flange 66 and the rear face wall 56. 

[0029] Except as indicated herein, the top member 42 is 
generally the same as the bottom member 40 but oriented upside down 
relative to the bottom member 40. More particularly, the top member is 
elongated and includes a main wall 74 and a pair of face walls 76,78 
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extending upwardly from respective front and rear edges of the main wall 74. 
The top member 42 further includes a pair of support walls 80,82 extending 
toward one another from distal edg s of the face walls 76,78. Fastener 
receiving structures 84,86 are provided at distal ends of the support walls 
5 80,82 for receiving fasteners 50 and a flange 88 extends downwardly from the 
main wall 74. Unlike the bottom member 40, the top member 42 additionally 
includes a pair of flanges 90,92 extending upwardly from the support walls 
80,82. A plurality of spaced holes 98 is defined on a portion of the main wall 
74 between the flange 88 and the rear face wall 78. 

10 [0030] When the lower section 14 is assembled, the holes 68,98 

are generally aligned with one another. Each set of aligned holes receives 
one of a plurality of posts or pickets 100. As used herein, the terms "picket" 
and "pickets" are used only to generally refer to the elongated members 100 
of the lower section 14. The pickets 100 of the present invention need not be 

15 pointed nor driven into the ground. The plurality of pickets 100 of the 
preferred embodiment, also referred to herein as a barrier or barrier members, 
are generally rigid tubular members that can have a hollow rectangular cross- 
section. 

[0031] More specifically, each of the pickets 100 includes a 
20 lower end 102 and an upper end 104. The lower end 102 is received in one 
of the lower holes 68 and the upper end 104 is received in a corresponding, 
aligned one of the upper holes 98. As shown in Figure 2, the aligned holes 
68,98 are shaped to generally match and/or mate with the hollow rectangular 
cross-sections of the pickets 100. With specific reference to Figure 7, the 
25 lower ends 102 of the pickets 100 rest upon or are supported by the rear 
fastener receiving structure 64. Further, the lower ends 102 extend beyond 
the main wall 52 of the lower member 12 and the upper ends 104 extend 
beyond the main wall 74 of the upper member 14. 

[0032] The positioning of the holes 68,98 spaces the pickets 100 
30 apart from one another across the lower opening 18. Further, the holes 68,98 
position the pickets 100 in an orientation generally parallel to the side 
members 46,48 and perpendicular to the top and bottom members 12,14. As 
illustrated, the spacing between the pickets 100 is such that (1) a person of 
averag size generally could not squeeze between the pickets 100, (2) airflow 



8 



is not significantly impeded when passing through the opening 18 and (3) 
visibility through the opening 18 is not overly obstructed by the pickets 100. 

[0033] One or more of the pickets 100 can be further secured to 
the top and bottom members 40,42. As shown in Figure 2, selected pickets 
5 1 06 of the plurality of pickets 1 00 can include throughholes 1 08 adjacent their 
upper and lower ends 102,104 for receiving fasteners, such as cotter pins 110 
therethrough to further secure the pickets 106 in the holes 68,98. For 
example, with additional reference to Figure 3, the upper end 102 of each of 
the selected pickets 106 is received in its hole 98 such that its throughhole 

10 108 is positioned beyond the main walls 74. The cotter pin 110 can then be 
inserted into the throughhole 108 to lock the picket 106 to the top member 42. 
In a similar manner, the lower end 102 of each of the selected pickets 106 can 
be locked or further secured to the bottom member 40 by another cotter pin 
110. In the preferred embodiment shown in Figure 2, at least two pickets 106 

15 are secured at both ends to the bottom member 40 and top member 42 with 
the use of cotter pins 1 10 or the like. 

[0034] With continued reference to Figures 2 and 3, a seam 
sealer 112 can be optionally applied between any one or more of the pickets 
100 and top and bottom members 40,42. Specifically, the seam sealer 1 12 is 

20 positioned along portions of the pickets 100 that are adjacent the openings 
68,98. One purpose of the seam sealer 1 12 is to prevent the pickets 100 from 
rattling within the holes 68,98 after installation such as might be caused by 
high winds or the like. Thus, the sealer 112 more firmly secures the pickets 
1 00 to the top and bottom members 40,42. 

25 [0035] With reference to Figure 4, the upper section 16 includes 

a bottom member 114 and a top member 116 spaced apart from the bottom 
member. The upper section 1 6 further includes a pair of spaced apart side 
members 118,120 extending between the top and bottom frame members 
114,116. The side members 118,120 include holes 122 that allow the side 

30 members to be secured to the top and bottom members 114,116 by 
conventional fasteners 124, which can be screws, rivets, bolts or the like. 

[0036] More particularly, the bottom member 114 is generally 
elongated and includes a main wall 130 and a pair of face walls, front face 
wall 132 and rear face wall 134, depending downwardly from respective front 
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and rear edges of the main wall 130. The bottom member further includes a 
pair of downwardly depending flanges 136,138 spaced inwardly of the walls 
132,134 and terminating in fastener receiving structures 140,142 that receive 
the fasteners 124. A flange 144 extends upwardly from the main wall 130 in a 
5 direction opposite of the walls 1 32, 1 34. 

[0037] The top member 116 is generally the same as the top 
member 42 except the member 116 does not include holes 98. Specifically, 
the top member 116 is elongated and includes a main wall 146 and a pair of 
face walls 148,150 extending upwardly from respective front and rear edges 

10 of the main wall 146. The top member 116 further includes a pair of top walls 
152,154 extending toward one another from distal edges of the face walls 
148,150. Fastener receiving structures 156,158 for receiving the fasteners 
124 are provided at distal ends of the top walls 152,154 and a flange 160 
extends downwardly from the main wall 146. The top member 116 

15 additionally includes a pair of flanges 162,164 extending upwardly from the 
top walls 152,154. 

[0038] With reference again to Figure 1, the frame assembly 10 
includes a pair of screen assemblies 170,172 removably mounted in the 
upper and lower sections 14,16 and extending across the openings 18,20 of 

20 the upper and lower sections to prevent insects, small debris and the like from 
passing therethrough. The screen assemblies 170,172 are generally identical 
or nearly identical to one another. With reference to Figure 5, only one of the 
screen assemblies 170 is shown exploded and will be described in further 
detail. It is understood that the other screen assembly 172 shares like 

25 components with the screen assembly 170 and is constructed in a like 
manner. 

[0039] With continued reference to Figure 5, the screen 
assembly 170 includes a base member 174, a top member 176 and a pair of 
side members 178,180. The members 174-180 form a rectangular frame 
30 adapted to hold a screen or mesh 182 tautly therebetween. More specifically, 
the base member 174 is generally h-shaped and includes a pair of side walls 
184,186, a connecting wall 188 and an arm wall 190. B tween the side walls 
184,186, the connecting wall 188 includes a fastener receiving structure 192. 
A groove structure 194 is provided at a distal end of the arm wall 190 for 
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receiving a spline 196 (Figure 7) for holding the scr en 182 in a groove 
defined by the groove structure 196. Th top member 176 is generally the 
same as the base member 174 but oriented upside down relative to the base 
member 174. 

5 [0040] With additional reference to Figure 8, the side members 

178,180 include hollow, rectangular portions 198 and arm walls 200 extending 
from the portions 198. The arm walls 200 include groove structures 202 for 
receiving the spline 196. As shown in Figure 5, the rectangular portions 198 
include throughholes 204 that align with the fastener receiving structures 192 

10 of the top and base members 174,176. Fasteners 206 are received in the 
throughholes 204 and the fastener receiving structures 1 92 for securing the 
side members 178,180 to the top and base members 174,176. Caps 208 can 
be seated in the throughholes 204 over heads of the fasteners 206. 

[0041] The side member 178 includes compressible leaf springs 

15 210 along an outside wall of the rectangular portion 198 for purposes of 
centering the screen assembly 170 when it is installed in the lower section 14 
as will be described in more detail below. Opposite the springs 210, a pair of 
pull tabs 212 are disposed on the side member 180. The pull tabs 212 
provide a graspable structure for installing and removing the screen assembly 

20 170 from the lower section 14 and overcoming the force of the leaf springs 
210. 

[0042] One of the features of the present invention is the 
provision of a frame assembly that can be manufactured through conventional 
means at a remote location and then assembled/installed on-site, i.e., the 

25 location that the frame assembly 10 is to be used such as at a residential or 
business location. Optionally, the lower section 14, the upper section 16 
and/or the screen assemblies 170,172 can be subassembled either at a 
remote location or on-site. 

[0043] To assemble and install the frame assembly 10, with 

30 reference to Figure 7, the support base 12 is secured to the supporting 
structure 22 by bolts 24. With additional reference to Figures 2 and 3, the 
lower section 14 is assembled and connected to the supporting structure 22. 
More specifically, the selected pickets 106 are inserted in the holes 68 of the 
bottom member 40 and secured thereto by the cotter pins 110, or the like. 
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The member 40, with at least the selected pickets 106, is nested in the 
supporting structure as shown in Figure 7. The remaining pickets 100 are 
inserted in the holes 68. All the pickets 100 rest upon the fastener receiving 
structure 64 of the lower member 40. 
5 [0044] The side members 44,46 and the top member 42 are 

then connected to the pickets 100 and the bottom member 40. More 
particularly, the pickets 100 are received through the holes 98 and the 
selected pickets 106 are secured thereto by the use of the cotter pins 100. 
The side members 44,46 are secured to the top and bottom members 40,42 

10 by fasteners 50 passing through the holes 48 and connecting to the fastener 
receiving structures 62,64,80,82. With additional to Figure 3, the seam sealer 
112 can be applied around all the holes 68,98 to further secure the pickets 
100 to the top and bottom members 40,42. Fasteners 220 can be used to 
secure the support base 12 to the bottom member 40. 

1 5 [0045] With reference to Figures 4 and 7, the upper section 16 is 

assembled and connected to the lower section 14. More specifically, the 
fasteners 124 are used to connect the side members 118,120 to the top and 
bottom members 114,1 16. Like the lower section 14, the fasteners 124 pass 
through the holes 122 in the side members 118,120 and are connected to the 

20 fastener receiving structures 140,142,156,158. The upper section 16 is 
connected to the lower section 14 by fasteners 222. With specific reference 
to Figure 7, the fasteners 222 pass through the face walls 132,134 of the 
upper section bottom member 114 and pass through the flanges 90,92 of the 
lower section to member 42. 

25 [0046] The screen assemblies 170,172 are subassembled prior 

to installation in the frame assembly 10. More specifically, with reference to 
Figure 5, the side members 178,180 are connected to the top and bottom 
members 174,176 by the fasteners 206. The fasteners 206 pass through the 
holes 204 and connect to the screw receiving structures 192 of the top and 

30 bottom members 1 74,176. The caps 208 are then installed over the heads of 
the fasteners 206. With the frame 174-180 assembled, the screen 182 is 
installed in a conventional manner using the spline 196 (Figures 7 and 8). 

[0047] The assembled screen assemblies 170,172 are 
removably installed in respective upper and lower sections 14,16. As shown 
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in Figure 4, the side members 44,46,118,120 include outer face walls 224 
extending from main walls 226 and interior flange walls 228 extending from 
the main walls 226 spaced apart from the outer face walls 224. The walls 
224-228 define tracks for receiving and positioning the screen assemblies 
5 170,172. Optionally, with reference to Figures 2 and 4, pads 230 can be 
adhesively connected to the side members 44,46,118,120 within the defined 
tracks for engaging and seating the screen assemblies 170,172. The screen 
assemblies 170,172 are installed in a conventional manner and are readily 
removably from the upper and lower sections 14,16. 

10 [0048] With reference again to Figure 1, the assembled frame 

assembly 10 is shown. The pickets 100 and the members 42,114 together 
form a railing assembly or balustrade across the frame assembly 10 which 
partially obstructs the opening through the frame assembly 10. Specifically, 
the members 42,114 form a rail or railing of the railing assembly and the 

15 pickets 100 form vertical posts or elongated beams that support the rail. 
Thus, the frame assembly 10 provides a frame structure capable of 
screening-in an outdoor floor structure and simultaneously providing a barrier 
or railing assembly along the floor structure. 

[0049] The frame assembly 10 shown in Figure 1 is modular in 

20 that it can be combined with several other frame assemblies to provide 
enclosing wall sections on a raised structure or floor. With additional 
reference to Figure 6, a typical installation may include several frame 
assemblies 10 connected linearly or at various angles relative to one another. 
Figure 6 illustrates a pair of raised floor structures or porches 22' extending 

25 from a building. The screen assemblies 1 0 are secured to the floor structures 
22' along exposed exterior edges thereof to screen in the floor structures and 
simultaneously provide a barrier along the raised floor structures. 

[0050] With reference to Figure 8, one means of connecting two 
frame assemblies 10 together is shown for illustrative and nonlimiting 

30 purposes only. In Figure 8, a connecting member 230 is used between two 
adjacent frame assemblies 10. The connecting member 230 is an elongated 
and rectangular hollow beam that is connected to the adjacent frame 
assemblies 10 and the support base 12 by suitable fasteners, such as screws 
232 and the screws 220. The size of the connecting member 230 enables the 
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threaded bodies of the screws 232 to be remain hidden thereby providing a 
mor refined or finished appearanc . It is cont mplated that adjacent frame 
assemblies could be connected together in other ways using other 
components and/or connectors. For example, a modified connecting member 
could be used to connect two frame assemblies together at a corner junction 
of a floor or at some other angle. 

[0051] The invention has been described with reference to a 
preferred embodiment. Obviously, modifications and alterations will occur to 
others upon reading and understanding the preceding detailed description. It 
is intended that the invention be construed as including all such modifications 
and alterations as come within the scope of the appended claims or the 
equivalents thereof. 
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